Date




«FullName»
«Address1»
«City», «State»  «Zip»
Dear «SalB»:

Within the next few days you will receive a telephone call or email from JM at Children’s Hospital Foundation. We have asked her to help us contact all of the faculty/staff and community physicians most closely associated with Children’s Hospital about the Physicians’ Initiative to support The Campaign for Children’s – Fulfilling the Promise. We hope you’ll be open to meeting with JM. 
But first, we’d like to tell you why we are supporting the campaign as co-chairs of the Physicians’ Initiative, and as donors to the campaign. We believe support from physicians is vital and hope you will consider joining us. 
As physicians, we are passionate about the diagnosis, treatment and eventual elimination of pediatric illnesses. Another passion we share is Children’s Hospital. 
We were initially drawn to Children’s by its strong relationship with the University of Washington; its superb, diverse medical staff; its top-notch training; its history of community support; and, most compellingly, its commitment to provide high-quality health care to all children in our region, regardless of a family’s ability to pay. Over time, our commitment to Children’s has been continually renewed by the kids themselves – their optimism, resilience and courage. Perhaps you feel similarly.
Now, as the hospital celebrates its 100th anniversary, Children’s is at a defining moment. As you know, we are in the midst of implementing a strategic plan to develop and integrate outstanding programs in patient care, research, education and advocacy, with the intention of achieving worldwide prominence. Children’s needs to attain this standing to continue to attract the most gifted medical and research staff, broaden research efforts, find cures for children’s diseases, and save the lives of more children.
Such an ambitious vision requires boldness in thought and action. The Campaign for Children’s is the hospital’s first major fundraising initiative in more than 25 years. Through generous leadership gifts from individuals and foundations, we have already made significant progress toward the campaign’s $300 million goal. But success will require participation by everyone in 
the Children’s community – administrative and clinical staff, faculty and community physicians, patient families who are able, Guild Association members, friends.  

The campaign will support three priorities that are essential to fulfill our mission and achieve our vision: facilities, uncompensated care and research. We must plan and build facilities that will keep pace with technological advances and the region’s growing population. Our two newest facilities, the Janet Sinegal Patient Care Building and the Melinda French Gates Ambulatory Care Building are significant steps, but there is more to be done. Future renovations will add space to support the Emergency Department, operating rooms and other high-intensity ambulatory care services.  
Medicaid payments cover only about 80 percent of the hospital’s actual cost of treatment. With more than 40 percent of Children’s patients covered by Medicaid, and the cost of premiums and co-pays rising by double digits every year, we can expect the need for uncompensated and undercompensated care to grow – indeed, 60 percent of our patients already receive some form of financial assistance from Children’s. 

Children’s growing research program spurs new discoveries that bring hope to children and their families. The Campaign for Children’s will help us attract and retain distinguished research teams from around the world, launch new studies and acquire additional research space with state-of-the-art technology and equipment. 
Children’s vision, and the goals of The Campaign for Children’s, are bold. But the needs of the children in our region and in our world are urgent, and require a bold response. As physicians we see the growing need daily. We recognize and thank you for the significant contributions you make every day toward achieving Children’s mission. We hope that you will extend your personal commitment to The Campaign for Children’s – Fulfilling the Promise, and consider making a campaign gift. You have the option to make a pledge and fulfill it over three years. 
Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of our request. Please help us build Children’s into the best pediatric treatment and research facility in the nation – because our patients deserve no less. 

Sincerely,

	XXXX, MD 

Chief Academic Officer
Co-chair, Physicians’ Initiative

Children’s Hospital and Regional Medical Center


	XXXX, MD

Children’s Hospital Board of Trustees

Co-chair, Physicians’ Initiative

Children’s Hospital and Regional Medical Center





