Cover Letter—April 2007


Date
Inside Address

Physician (and Spouse)
Dear _____ (first name),

I am writing to you regarding The Campaign for Children’s—Fulfilling the Promise. The philanthropic dollars raised through this effort will provide vital funding for facilities expansion, uncompensated patient care, and innovative research.  I believe physicians have a critical role to play in the success of the comprehensive campaign and the vision for Children’s. Because I believe in the importance of this effort, I am co-chairing the steering committee for the Physicians’ Initiative for the campaign with Rob Roskin. Each steering committee member has committed to make a personal gift to the campaign, to help inform the physician community about the campaign, and invite our colleagues to consider participating as donors. 
To date, the campaign has raised just over $267 million and secured over 795 notifications of estate gifts. Over the next eighteen months, we will turn to those most closely engaged with the hospital—physicians, employees, guild members, volunteers and patient families—to close the campaign in the fall of 2008. Support for the campaign from our closest supporters, especially the medical staff, will validate to the entire community the importance of what the hospital is striving to accomplish. 
Our goal is to raise $2 million from physicians and, to date, physicians have contributed $1,272,500. The hospital will design and install a permanent donor wall for physicians who make campaign gifts of $1000 or more. We hope to see many of our friends and colleagues acknowledged together. 
Enclosed you will find a packet describing the three funding priorities as well as other background materials. You will also find a personal proposal for a campaign gift. I am asking you (and spouse) simply to consider a gift in this range. This is a very personal decision and I know you will make the best choice for yourselves.  You have the option to fulfill your pledge over the next three years. Some of us are also naming Children’s as a beneficiary in our estate planning. I have included information on planned giving also. 
I may ask JM, Campaign Project Director with Children’s Foundation, to follow up with you sometime in the next week or two if my schedule has me away from the hospital.  I’ll ask her to meet with you to answer any questions and go over giving options if you wish.
Thank you for taking the time to consider this request.
Sincerely, 
XXXX, MD 

Chief Academic Officer

Co-chair, Physicians’ Initiative

Children’s Hospital and Regional Medical Center
